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‘Untouched Road Runner © One-Owner Camaro Z/28 ¢ Original Hemi Charger
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SURVIVORS & VICTIMS

Is This the Best Surviving Hemi Charger?

Story and photos
by Geoff Stunkard

he year 1966 was something ol a
watershed moment for perfor-
mance cars, GM had Tri-power an
GT0s and 4-4-25, the Corvetie's
feared LBB powerplant guistly debuted,
Ford created a run of drag-only 427
Comers and Fairlanes, and Chrysler un-
leashed its race-ored 426 Hemi motor in
ctreet trim to the féw and the brave. 5o,
‘while Professer Leary deapped out, Nancy
Sinatra’s bpots went walking, and the
Morkeas hit the charts, mambers of the
automaotive “in-crowd” wene piling into
their favorite new-car dealerships to see a
rapidly expanding group of possibfities:
In hindsight, that 430-horse LES Yelie
wias the year's real monstes. But not
many were sold, and the people who got
them needed 1o have guis to wring them
gut. The new Hemi, on the other hand,
was detuned just enough ta be
streerable and was available in almost
any Chrysier B-platform Gody, This 425-
{plus) horse mifl was also a handful, but
not as touchy as the sports car, and cer-
tainly more prachical if you had more
than just a girtfriend (o take sround. Un-
e the handful of Corvettes-that got
away from GM (mostiy to serous racers
for SCCA competition), Mopar sent more
than 1,000 Hemi engines onto America’s
yways that year, {
Rebellion was gromang. Antiear
protestors, inner-city riots, and offhand-
ed statements-about who was bigger
than lesus Christ were the backdrop
when Dodge announced it too had a re-
bellion, and the new Dodge Rebetlion
was led by a model named Charger. Re-
portedly conceived as a potential plat-
form: for the stillborm twrbine engine
Chrysler had been developing, the new
model was a direct shot at the growing
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interest in performance styling.

Indeed, the "&6 Chryster B-Body lineup
was entirely restyted from "85, featuring
harger, crisper body lines. For Plymouth,
the Sateliits and Belveders were the mod-
ele, differing primarily In trim and optbons,
Dedge had its Coronet as a competitor for
thoss two, and the new Charger was a
stand-alons vehicis for that division.

And the Chargar was different. Notabie
styling cues included its sloped fastback
roof line, hideaweay headlights, and a red
insert across the rear edge spelling out
“Charger.” Once inside, it was unlie any-
thing Chrysler had releaszed in the past,
with four turbine-siybed pods full of
gauges glowing in the dashboard, bucket
seals fore and aft, and 2 [arge expanze
fior the trienk under the rear window.
Beneath the hood was one of several en-
gines—the longtime standard 318-inch
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polyspherical engine, the 383 Wedge, or
the neve-for-66 Hemi That yesar, 468 x-
amples came off the assembly line with
the latter between the wheslwells, in-
cluding this ans,

Heith Arteman of Bloomingron, [linois,
is this car's co-owner and caretaker, anid
it caused quite a stir in the magazine
wiorld swiven it fiest turned wp in public
miove than a decade ago, What you're
seeing here is basically an untouched ex-
ample of the breed, Indeed, Mopar-gury

The long red lens across the entive rear states "Charger,” and 1t's fragile; many

Chargers from '66-'67 that tum up have this item either damaged or missing.




Gaken Govier Spant tiwo weeks crawling
all over it and stated it was the most
original Hemi car he had gver seen 10
that time, Noted-resiorer Roger Gibson
was shaking his head as he spent hours
looking at little details.

Howe this car made it through time fram
new o the present in this condition is a5
interesting as the car itself. The stoey be-
gan in late 1965, when 3 single, middle
aged woman named Cora Case made up
hier mina bo buy the new model and new

.

One of the things that surprised Roger
Gitson was the way overspray was mat-
ed on the undercarriage, which remains
amazmgly clean. Mote the different

shades of palmt, the lecation of the under-

coatimg, and the mark on Uthe t end
of the rear spring, by to help make
sure that wverﬂnsuﬂr.-dg:mperlj an
the diff during assembly.

engine when it was announced, Cora
worked at Coustesy Dodge in Blooming:
ton, and though the desfership owner
trigd hard to dissuads her from the
877,55 motor—recommending a 383 in-
siead—Cora put her foot down and stat-
ed unequivocally that the Hemi was the
anly choice for her, Soon after, an onder
for & gold example went into the system,
and then she waited and waited—sand
waited. She would get a telegram saying
thather car would be built on such-and-

The the-down tabs used to secure a car to
the tramsporter during its trip from the
factory were normally removed by the
dealership during new-car prep. As you
can see, wiere left on in this case,
and were on the chassis before the un-
dercoating was applied to the car, Kelth
Arteman’s other &6 Charger also has the
tabs in place, but it's mot a common oc-
currence bo find them,

This is basically the only thing that ever
m !dr:rﬂllinunwglmm-.&:e
it anyone to herat
ﬂmdnmmnnurlgﬁﬁﬁ,uﬂmww
swapped out her Heml emblems for 383

num tags. The originals are now back.
e o

such date; followed by anather that |t had
been postponed, She finally ashed the
bossif there was another new Charger m
the sate that she could have in its place.

As chance would have it, he fognd gne,
painted Mauve no less, down south in
Springfield, though the deater there
made him take a 273-inch Dart GT con-
vertible as part of the deal Cora finally
had her car, She drove it sparingly that
swmmer, making an cocasional blast
down Route 66 with regulas street racers
until those 426 badges mads her a high-
way pariah, The dealership swapped the
fender Hemi badges for 3 set of 3833 ver-
sions,-and she was back at it That fall,
the dealership sgreed to kesp the carin
its upstairs storage area, and she drove
only occasionally again in 1967,

That summer, things changed, Cora
got-a new job that came with a compa-
ny-provided car, and she cecided to basr-
cally mothball the Dodge, allowing a lo-
cal friend to store it away. She didn't see

WINTER 2006 MUSCLECAR REVIEW 15




SURVIVORS & VICTIMS
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Mever say never, This is the OEM air-cleaner top that was delivered with the ear, but
has no centered orange 426 Hemi decal on it like most do.

it again for the next 20 e+ so years,

Her legend lived on, thaugh. People in
Bloomington's small Mopar warld knew
that there was a gorgeaus ‘66 Hemi
Charger around someplace; it was never
zeen, but Cors was the owner, S0, when
Cora happened to come into Keith's shop
one day in the late 805 1o buy some
parts fioe an autdsted Zenith recosd play-
er{he had formery owned 3 Zenith Elec-
tronics store and still had repair pieces),
he asked almost in passing as she was
wzlling toward the door, “So, Cora, how
is that old Chasger of yours doing?”

Taken sback, she stopped for 3 mo-
ment. “0h, | guess | don't own it any
longer.”

“Winat? Did you sefl it 7™

"0, no, | would never sell that Charger,
It's very complicated.”

She proceeded to explain that there
had been some sort of problem with get-
ting it out of ite second storage site, and

AT A GLANCE

Owmed By: Cora Cass and Kelth Arteman,
Bloominetaon, 1ikinois

Restored By: Unrestared orfginal survivar
Engine: ‘a6 426c] Hemi, rated at 475 hp
Transmission: 4737 TorqueFiite
Rearend: 8'-inch with 3.54 gears
Interior: Sizndard Charger squipment,
AR radin

Wheels: 15-inch simulated maos

Tires: Goodyear Blua Streaks

Special Parts: &ll-ariginal sueviver
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that she had not seen it for decades and
had sort of given up on getting back her
special car. Keith told her he would help
in any way he coutd if she wanted. It
would b six months before she came
back to ask fior that help, and he began
to do the groundwork. Then there was a
vear full of lawyers and statements snd
court dockets and all soris of nasty stuff
[ike that, until the day came that there
was no guestion of who owned the car;
and a wrecker was sent to the lncation
o pick it up for its rightful owner.

"Well, Cora, where should | take 112"
the wrecker operator ashed,

Taken aback yet again, she replied, *1
mever thought about that_...” She looked
at Keith. then at the ear. “Why don’t we
take it over to your place?”

T this point, Keith had only wanted to
seg justice served; he had not intended
o try to talk Cora out of the ear. But their
friendship was now strong enough that

Keith ks co-owner of the survivor Charger.
Cora, who bought the car new, ewns the
other half.

i = — i

The pair of Carter AFBs the factory se-
lected worked pretty well on the new
dual-plane street intake, which was heat-
ed with an exhaust-tube system routed
up from the passenger-side headpipe,
nce Cora never needed to get the en-
ging reworked for racing, these are basi-
cally untouched, other than by Keitih's
very careful deaning. Details abound,

she wanted him to be her partner in i,
and 5o that is how Keith Arteman be-
came half-owner and the caretaker of the
Charger. Mow in her late seventies, Cora
remaing active with her houseful of pets
and stifl has no intention of selling her
Dodge, white Keith gets to take the car to
shiows, wherne it remains a star attraction
whenesver it appears,

#is buile, it was one of just owo 66
Hemi Chargers painted in broadcast-code
G661BE Mauve, a color that likely suited
Cora more than gold anyhow, It had the
A727 TorqueFlite behind the Hemi and
3.54 gears in an 8"/ -inch differential,
Goodyear Blug Streak tires mounted on
15-inch factory rims with simulsted mag
wheel covers rounded oul the package.
The car received the Hemi and power
steering, though it has standard drum
brakes on all four corners. The only majer
interior nption beyond the Charger stan-
dard equipment was an AM radic.

Keith has been horored on nemernous
occasions with this car He is proudest of
a 2006 Chrysler Emploves Motorsport
Association Best of Show, awarded o
him by Chrysler employees at the Walter
B Chrysler Museum in Aubiuen Hills, Michi-
gan, at an event that featured almast
500 machines. The car alzo receved 3
special invite to be displayed at the "05
Daytona 500 for the debut of the new-
generation Charger, and it has aleo gar-
nered three Big Daddy’s Favorite honore,
presented ta just one vehicle at the
Mopar show hosted by the Garlits Muse-
um in Ocala; Florda, each yvear, and
handed out by Don Garlits himself.

Few cars are as unigue a5 the one
owned by Cora Case and Keith Arteman—
& time capsuta from the era of the Dodge
Rebellion, the first yoaar of the Hemi, and
the car that launched the legendary
Charger name, MOR




This shows ::m: l:bab: on the choke, Here's the very air filter that come on the  The Hemi plug wires that were installed

which may teen used to help inftial-  car right from the factory; replacements  on the engine are dated 3-65, as this fm-

Iy et the tune-up befare the en n left normally differ in terms of their pleating age shows. Cora took delivery ain April
the Industrial & e engine p and support structure. 16, 1966, more than a year later,
where Hhe Heml sngines were assen'b-

bled. Also note the very-hard-to-get orlg-

imal Hemni fuel filters and fuel-line routing

and elamps.

= The styling for the Charger's interior was a radical departure
] from anything Chrysler had offered in the past, with inset
reund gavges, fulldength console, and guad bucket seats.

Automatics
equipped with
the loor shifter
had this layout,

parthole-style One of the gnarliest wheel covers to
courtesy fights leave Detroit was this 15-inch version
on each side of « with simulated mag heg nuts. Good ones
the console, are pricey if you need a set these days.
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